World Outdoor Racquetball Doubles Championships 

OK, it's all over now- except in memory and the 600+ pics and movies I took. I really don't know about anybody else but I enjoyed the ever livin' hell out of the WOR Doubles Championships.  

My only regret? that I could not be at every court there was a game going on to watch and take pics- otherwise I'd have had more than 600!  

My thanks first go out to Wally for getting the ball rolling to have this tournament at the Historic Courts. Scott Hirsch, comes next for always thinking about our Courts and for all his work to promote racquet and paddle sports. Next, to Robert Martinez of the WOR for bringing this awesome event to our Courts and finally to all the players from both near and far.  

From as far away as Hawaii and from as close as our own Historic Courts, Holiday Park and Hialeah, you all came and you played you hearts out! With emotion, courage, humor and grace, you all showed us what our sports are all about. I don't know who reads this as I never get comments from visitors to this site- but I'll say it anyways- Thank you all for giving us your ALL during your matches. Locals, though you didn't win, you have the heart of champions- I have seen it in you all again and again both in tournament and every day play. All of us were cheering for you and many of us wished we were in your shoes! Legends- you guys just bring excitement and mirth with you. It's always a party when you're here and you bring out the best in our guys. WOR guys and all other players, Thanks- you brought your game! You're all welcome to our place in the sun anytime. 

 

On Giving Back to the Courts
I'm not one to preach but certain things, I do believe in- and one of them is to give or help out when I can. It doesn't have to be an outlay of cash- though I'm sure, that'd be appreciated and put to good use- it can be something as simple as picking up the courtside trash at the end of the night. I have played on courts that I had to clean of broken glass, crack vials and other unmentionables- and here we have the Historic Courts- that though maintained by the City of Hollywood, could also at times use a little cleaning. I was impressed by the fact that after each day's events were over, WOR players would patrol the court areas for trash then dump it all in the bins. I've been doing the same for a few months and I'm not embarrassed by the fact. Leave our favorite place better than you found it- you'll see how good it feels!

Spring Hill Christmas
Yep- we did it again- Drove up north of Tampa to Spring Hill. We stayed on Deltona Blvd and 1 block away from Deltona Park and of course you gotta know I had to go practice there as I've done before. If you've been to these courts you know this is a great facility. The lines are sharp, court flaws are few and by a "tennis ball" player, the only things missing on these courts for them to be perfect are 3 foot lines and service ticks. I spent the better part of two hours at the courts "defiling" this black-ball heaven with a can of tennis balls and "strange" paddles like a Sidespin Electra and an Evolution. Last time black-ball players saw the Evolution they thought it funny-lookin' as hell; a tool for flippin' pan-cakes. I got a great work out but would have loved to run into (and challenged to a game of "tennis ball") some of the Deltona Park regulars, even if just to say hi! No one but me and the squirrels and crows for 2 hours- how to leave these guys a message? Ah, I had sidewalk chalk I use to mark out practice boxes on the courts- and so if you click on the thumbnail below, you'll see the results of my bright idea...  (and of course, some shameless promotion of this website!)
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