The Qualifier
The Qualifier event took place at the Historic Courts February 26, 2005- were you there? After a brief memorial service for Tony G, matches started promptly at about 10:30am- and right from the "git" the playing was fierce! These guys played their hearts out even thru pain and spasms, and provided excitement down to the very last match! I've heard it said that it wouldn't have been worth attending because it'd only be the same ol' guys beating' up on each other- those who thought so and didn't attend? You missed out!! My thanks to all the players for bringing your best and above all, to those who were the top 4! Great job, guys! Get sharp for the "Challenge!" 

On the passing of Tony G
I've only been living in the South East Florida area for a few years but in a way, I feel like I've lived here much longer. Part of the reason is the feeling I get from coming to the Historic Courts and part of that comes from seeing familiar people day in and day out. One of those people was Tony G. I say was because I'm sad to say that this Sunday February 6th at 1 PM, Tony G passed away. I'm sure I speak for all the Historic Courts "regulars" and friends of the Courts when I say. "Tony, you will be sorely missed." I know that you're at a better place now and that from there, you'll still be watching the games. 

"Tennis Ball" Eddie's Challenge"
Just recently my son and I did the 5k Walk in Miami Beach. We "wuz in da neighbuhood" and I decided we had to stop by Flamingo Park to hit a few. Sidespins and tennis balls in hand, we walked onto their blackball paddleball haven, said "hi" to the familiar few, including Henry Marquez (of http://www.propaddles.com fame) and Kenny and selected a court to hit on far away from the ongoing games to keep our ball off their courts. We patrolled our court for debris and errant pine cones and started hitting our tennis balls. 

About the Flamingo Park courts: here is a great facility! Six racquetball courts, six 1 wall courts in the "front," two "tennis ball" courts in the rear, smooth surfaces and lines- nice! My only "beef" is the incline the front six courts have- but then again, that allows the courts to dry faster after a rain. 

So anyhow, we started hitting and after a while worked up a rhythm and a sweat. We stopped for a while to watch some of the games going on and I got it in my head... I wanted to try some blackball with my Sidespin Electra. I borrowed a ball from Henry and we started on with that. I admit I was scared for the paddle as I know a Sidespin's not designed for the blackball game- but after 15 or 20 hits I could tell it was going to be just fine. After about half hour of hitting blackball, I decided to do what I've wanted to do for a while- Challenge Hammerin' Henry Marquez to a paddleball game. One game of blackball, one game of tennis ball... and he accepted. It's been ages since I played singles blackball and the rules have changed since then, namely 1 serve (who knew?) but what the hey- I still remember the game and the feel of the ball. We went back and fourth with me finally pulling away with a cross-court low serve to the left and we had to break it off as Henry had a "next." We agreed to finish at a later date- and I for one am looking forward to it. Henry and I are in agreement- We'd like to get a "Challenge-type" event going between Miami and Hollywood players- and now the easy part is done- talking about it... Will any tennis ball players play blackball and vice versa? I know there's guys and girls that will play either as I've seen them both on the Historic Courts and on the Flamingo Park courts- how about it, then? How about some of Hollywood's best meeting up against Miami's best in a format similar to what Henry and I are doing? As a paddleball player and fan of the sports, I for one, would love to see that! Oh, by the way- the score is 11-7, 15 game, Henry- I won't forget. And we got a tennis ball game waiting on the back courts of Flamingo Park or at the Historic Courts on Garfield Street, what the hey? Just BRING it, Henry.  

Diamond Edition Paddle? 

What to call this paddle? On the eve of the Historic Courts' 75th anniversary, The HGSPC "Diamond Edition" paddle comes to mind. I held (though not hit with) one of these just arrived beauties and right away I wanted one. I confess to having a preference to a light and center-balanced paddle- and this baby's just that- and goooooood-lookin'! Price is $90- well worth it for such a good-looking weapon. See Wally for more info or to get your very own "Diamond Edition" paddle. Click on all the links to see it.

Diamond Edition Paddle- My evaluation
Just recently, I purchased a Sidespin Electra from Dave- I gotta say it's a great paddle- but for my wimpy arms, just a tad too hefty- swinging it day to day caused me slight but bothersome triceps pain that caused me to stop playing for more days that I'd have liked. If I had a beefy arm like Trogdor, I'd have no triceps problem. I had already swung and liked the Diamond Edition (DE) paddle- so I bought one. As of this entry, I've played about 10 games with this paddle and I'm liking it the more I get to know it! It's rimless, it's got plenty of "pop," a big sweet spot, it's light and has the center balance that I like. I can pretty much snap off a back or forehand with it and easily "pull" the ball cross-court in both directions but spins aren't as easy with the DE as with the Electra. I kind of wish the DE had the Electra's "love nubs" or at least a rougher face coating. Maybe it's just a matter of my getting used to the thing- the holes on the face do seem to grip the ball pretty well! One other beef is the grip diameter- about 4½ inches- kind of big. Though I can play ok, I may rasp the grip down some then build it up to where I like it if needed. Paddle manufacturers- are you reading me? Build the damn things with a thin grip and let us do the rest. Also, the grip it comes with is kind of slippery. Prior to using the paddle for the first time I put on 3 layers of Gamma edge tape and swapped out the slick grip with a "Whattagrip" overgrip. Overall? I love the paddle and think it'll do my game good! On a scale of 4? A big ol'  3½! Yeah, you can try my DE but don't you mar or scratch it. Wally's ordered more DE's- You can get your very own! Or maybe not!!? Nahhh... Fuggedaboudit! 

Big Web.org
Allllllrighty then- Anyone who visited this site when I first put it up about a year ago found coverage of a few HGSPC events, my take on these, a few links and not much more. Visit now and you'll see it's gotten huge! There's coverage of all Historic Courts events, events outside of the Historic Courts, a "places to play" section with pictures, and much more. I've never taken any classes in web design and I'm sure it shows- but I'm also sure there there's worse pages out there. I put a lot of work into this web site and and I've learned as I've gone along. I don't get paid for this- I do it 'cuz I love the Historic Courts and what they represent and I love my paddleball- and I say that here "generically," be it "tennis ball," "black-ball" or "blue-ball." 

I'll be soon trimming most of last year's articles and event coverage from this web to make room for a new year's worth of events and to cut down on the "bloat." I'll continue to cover all events on the Courts and beyond and I'll continue to support the Historic Courts, paddleball in general and that "new" outdoor racquetball game. I'll keep an archive of the "old" website off-line. In case anyone needs or wants old events pictures, read below... 
CD's now available
I just thought of this one- If you'd like a CD with pics from any of the events that have taken or will take place on the Historic Courts please Email me! For a meager and nominal shipping and handling fee, I'll send you all the pics of whichever event you choose with whatever profits going to Wally for the Historic Courts' 75th thang! Email me at gspaddles@gshistoriccourts.org or see me on the courts- if you're a local. And set me up a few, will ya? [image: image1]
 

Historic Courts' Diamond Anniversary Bash
Did I call it a bash? Well, if Wally has its way, that's what it'll be! The Historic Courts will be the place to be in Hollywood, the weekend of March 12 & 13. There will be music, contests, politicking, did I say contests? and cake- and of course, what many of us really want to see- Paddleball tournaments! Donate what you can- even time- to make this historic occasion one we all soon won't forget! See Wally directly at the Pro Shop or call him at 954-987-7143

Paddleball Jonesin', Part  3 

 Go figure- here’s that feeling of missing the Historic Courts and the game I love- and no way to sate that one. On a business trip to Phoenix, AZ, 35000 feet up, almost 8pm Eastern time and still hours away from getting home and the thought just hit me- I miss my family but also my games!
I guess it was something that was brewing in the back of my mind- when I got to my hotel last night, as I was parking I noticed a big ol’ slab of wall on the side of the hotel- perfect to practice; hmmm.  And today, as I was returning to “base” after running an errand, I thought I saw some courts similar to the ones down at Anne Kolb Park. Well, don’t you know that I decided my return to the hotel could wait? I made a u turn and set out to find these courts- I had no paddles, not even a woodie but I wanted to at least see these things. After a little searching, I found them, all right. They turned out to be town houses.

So here I sit, jonesin’ and writing about it and promising myself to be on the courts Thursday evening. Hope to see ya’s there!

