Put Your Money Where Your Mouth Is, Part 2 
If you’re a Historic Courts “regular” you know Wally’s worked hard for us over the years. Don’t think he’s stopped! Year 2005 will bring the Historic Courts’ 75th birthday and Wally’s planning a whole weekend event for February 12th and 13th to celebrate that occasion.

For the event, to be billed as “From Here to Nostalgia via Memorabilia,” Wally invites all to share their old pictures, articles, publications, trophies and t-shirts relating to the Historic Courts and events that have taken place there over the years. Break back into those shoeboxes full of old paddleball pics and articles, pull that trophy off the mantle, bust out that old "Smoke" or "Garfield Street Park" tee shirt and bring them all down to the Historic Courts for the whole world to see! There will be a major tournament, live music, contests and all kinds of fun.

And if you’ve read Wally’s Press Release you know that the City Of Hollywood declined Wally’s request for funds for the Historic Courts’ 75th. What are we to do? We gotta put our money where out mouth is and/or volunteer to help out., that’s what! Wally’s requesting donations of $750, $75, $7.50- (actually, any amount is welcome!) Offer to help out in any way you can and make this weekend a paddleball weekend that will be talked about for years to come!  

Paddleball on Parade?  

What’s the latest project on “Dolt’s” mind as of late? Well, a giant 12-foot paddle is one of them! December 12th is the Hollywood Beach’s Candy Cane Parade, a Hollywood tradition and for the first time, the Historic Courts may be represented. Plans are underway and I for one, want to be involved in this project.

Garfield Street Park Paddle Sports Magazine
Recently, I got my hands on a 10-year-old publication, the “Garfield Street Park Paddle Sports Magazine.” (Thanks Travis!) Here was the printed equivalent and more of what I’ve wanted this web site to be- You'll find an article about a paddleball player ranking system based on USTA’s, playing tips for novice and advanced players, places to play, a rule book and more. Though the publication’s been defunct for many years, most of the information in this issue still applies today. Follow the link to a PDF file and you'll see! You’ll need to have Adobe Acrobat Reader installed in your PC. Does anyone have any more issues of the Magazine? Please contact me!

World Outdoor Racquetball National One-Wall Doubles Championship
Here's a "new" sport that's sure to get attention. I stumbled on to the World Outdoor Racquetball (WOR) web site at http://www.worldoutdoorracquetball.com and started reading about a newly recognized version of racquetball. Who knew that a game many of us played to the seeming disdain of others would get such recognition, acceptance and a following? 

December 11th & 12th will find the Historic Courts hosting the WOR One-Wall Doubles Championship.  I can drop names and say Iceman will drop by and Legends may come out to vie for the titles to be contended for but I know no such thing, really- though I did receive an email from the Iceman where he said he intended to be at the Historic Courts for this event. Who would he partner with? Richie Miller comes to mind- can these guys adapt their black-ball game to One-Wall racquetball? I don't doubt their skills one bit as their paddleball tournament exploits are well known by followers of paddle-sports. There's a black-ball tournament in Spring Hill the same weekend- will they choose to go there for the almost sure win? We'll see- I'll be looking for the Iceman and Richie as well as for other Legends players to attend.

Most Historic Courts regulars have at least hit a few with a racquet and some even played regularly- one of our Locals was Florida racquetball champ- those strings on one of those high-tech racquets and the right hit will propel a racquetball to way over 150 miles per hour. What I'm going to want to see is how these guys (and gals) harness all that power to keep the ball inside the lines. Can a power-house player keep it in the lines? I'm expecting to see well known 4 wall racquetball players compete but I'm also expecting the wins to be taken by "regulars" of the one-wall court game. These guys have refined their game just for this type of courts- no pinches to save ya's, no ceiling shots or garbage serves to fall back on.

Whatever the final outcome, this is one I'm bringing my camera for and not missing for anything! Don't you miss it either!

