Hurricane Frances
Jonesin’ and hoping
12:57AM Friday morning.
I’m sitting here glued to my seat, as I’ve been most of the night. My late Thursday afternoon attempts to go out and play for the first time this week were to no avail- The courts I wanted to practice on were inaccessible, my second option was closed and finally I gave up and went home. Let me clarify: this is Friday, September 3, 2004; the day before hurricane Frances is supposed to hit. All reports tell us this thing is huge, best case scenarios say we’ll get wind and local flooding. Power may be out for days- and practicing or playing at least once this week was important enough for me to at least give it a shot. Hollywood Police were blocking access over the Hollywood Boulevard Bridge to A-1, which leads to the Historic Courts, so I tried to go to David Park. Lights were on and I got hyped- “yeah! I can practice!!"  But when I pulled up and tried the gate, it was locked with a “tie-wrap.”  I could have snapped the damn thing and gone on and played anyways but I guess Hollywood Park & Recreation had their reason for closing the courts so I just grabbed my stuff and went home. I guess it was a crazy idea, right? Well… I’m an addict, what do you expect? I’m sure I wasn’t the only one that was “jonesin’” for some playing!

So here I sit, flipping through the channels getting as much information as I can about Frances. Mandatory evacuations are in order for the barrier islands, the reason I could not get to my first objective yesterday evening- the Historic Courts on Garfield Street. We’re all apprehensive about the effects Frances may have on our property, our community and our lives. There’ll be flooding, wind damage, power outages and recovery may take weeks if not months. To some of us, another worry is about the Historic Courts. These things have been there since the 30’s and have survived wind and rain throughout the years- is this yet another weather event they will survive? Will the storm surge wash up high enough to affect out favorite courts? Will Wally’s Pro Shop be affected? I’m hoping not. And I’m hoping for Frances to turn north and cause as little damage as a thunderstorm- but it just may not be so. We’ll just deal with it as it comes and when it’s finally over, do what we have to do to bring life back to normal.

  

Jones fulfilled
11:48PM Friday evening
Earlier today, I had to make a Publix run and just for the halibut, decided to stop by the local courts at Jefferson Street Park courts. The weather was fine, still: very breezy and sunny. I’d been jonesin’ to practice or play all week while trying to recover from a shoulder malady- and today, I felt well enough to hit. I got my paddle-bag with my woods and stepped to the empty courts. I stayed hitting for about 15 minutes then went and completed my Publix mission with the intention of returning to the courts. Home, I grabbed the graphites, my son and back to the courts we went- which were not empty any more. I guess I wasn’t the only one jonesin’ because both sides of the wall were now in use along with every tennis court. We managed to get a doubles game which we lost 15-9. We got a next and sat under an umbrella on a bench behind the courts, hydrating, watching the next game, analyzing our prospective opponents’ weaknesses and strategizing. Our next game, we came back with what we knew to take the win- 15-9 after a scary 6-0 lead from our opponents then we took the next players 15-6. Did I mention blazing hot sunshine? Though the breeze kept one feeling cool the sun was scorching hot.  I’d gotten my work out- 3 games and 2 wins were enough for me. I didn't want to push my luck and slow down my recovery. I'm hoping Frances continues to "dissolve" as she's doing right now and that life soon returns to normal here in Hollywood so we can go back to the Historic Courts and play a few games! Geez, what a one-track mind. 
 

Jonesin' Again

8:22PM Saturday evening
Stormy as hell out and yep- we're jonesin' again. Cuz Saturday evening about this time, we're usually at the Beach on the Historic Courts and on our second game. And yeah, we're somewhat stir crazy as I imagine many Historic Court regulars are. It doesn't help sitting here watching US Open tennis. I feel lucky to have electricity and cable in the middle of this storm but watching the current featured match is just cranking' me up to play. Earlier, during one of my spontaneous bursts of energy, I grabbed a Pro Kadima paddle and ball, stepped outside into the hallway and just had to "go there" hitting that little dead ball against the wall. My kid then heard the commotion outside and joined me and we had ourselves a little match and worked up a little sweat. What does it matter that it's not a graphite paddle and a tennis ball? It was us in the hallway with our Pro Kadima paddles and we wuz movin' and we wuz happy for that little while. Well- what would you do? Hmmmm... A better-balanced Pro Kadima graphite paddle would be great!  

