"The Challenge"
    Where were you when the eight players from the "Legends of Racquetball and Paddleball" tour were introduced to the paddleball fans at the Historic Garfield Street Paddleball Courts in Hollywood, Florida?

    And where were you when the Hollywood contingent, "The Locals" were introduced and when Wally pulled a quarter out of his pocket, flipped it up into the air and announced that "The Challenge" was on? Were you one of the ones there almost jumping out of their bleacher seats or courtside?

    The weather for the time, was perfect and it was a great day for paddleball playing!.

    Walking around the courts and mingling with the legends and the locals (and mooching autographs and getting them to pose for pictures), I’d overhear snippets of conversation or comments: "Nervous? Nahhh, were the repeated replies." "Have you ever played this game? No- what are the rules,?" was the reply. It seemed to me that it’d pretty much be a blow out for the home team and just as I thought, it pretty much was as the "Locals" defeated the "Legends" in almost every game they played against them.

    It was immediately obvious to me and others that these guys were out of their element playing a game they were totally unfamiliar with. Were all of the Legends taking these games seriously? There wasn’t much time to ponder that point as each of the Locals served up or received and put the ball to the wall in their usual fashion. While all the Legends players exhibited great power and skill during practice- another thing is hitting that kill or roller under the pressure of game play. I’d picked the players most likely to be a "threat" to win and I was right on at least one count- "The Iceman," Robert Sostre- Of all the Legends players, Iceman seemed to be the one to pick up the game the best- probably due to his back-ground in "out-door blackball." After the first round of play, only two of the Legends remained in the brackets- Robert Sostre and Cliff Swain. Was it a foregone conclusion that the Locals were going to beat these guys? Not by Robert and Cliff, anyway, as the Legends made great shots and gets and showed desire to win with every stroke of their paddles. Though unfamiliar with our game, these guys were there to play and play they did. Even though they were eliminated, the scores reflect their efforts. My hat’s off to these two players- Thanks for giving your very best, guys- it showed! I for one, hope to see you all next year!

    In the finals it was as many expected- Local against Local- Pat Cassidy against Mike Merrill, best two out of three games- with $1000, the National Paddleball Association National Outdoor Paddleball Championship title- and bragging rights- at stake. The Legends had long since departed and we got to see the very best in our version of paddleball competing for the grand prize! Yes, we were hoping for two out of three, Mike and Pat- but only because we wanted to see as much paddleball as we could for the day and that was the way it went with Pat finally winning a hard-fought "rubber-match."

    I take this forum to speak for the rest of us the spectators at "The Challenge."

    To Wally: Our thanks go out to you for putting together a great show. To all the Legends and the Locals- our thanks for playing your hearts out and giving your very best. What’s struck me about the whole contest was that that despite the passion you all played your games with, throughout, you were good-humored, good sports and an inspiration to watch.

Our sport can only benefit from these qualities as well as your skills.

    Now- with ME at least, questions remain.

· How would OUR guys fare against "The Legends" on their home courts, playing their game? My humble opinion is that they’d get "blown out." "The Legends" players were very gracious to come and compete by our rules and standards.

· Now that the NPA has created the National Outdoor Paddleball Championship title (NOPC)- is this the title for our version of the sport? Just the creation of the title alone, to me, is official recognition from a national body of "tennis ball" paddleball and that’s made history! Will "tennis ball" catch on in other parts of the country or is it to stay the "Hollywood" game? I will hazard a guess that tennis ball will continue to be our game. As someone who started out playing "black-ball" my point of view would have been to not want to even try a tennis ball unless I had absolutely nothing else to play with.

· Is the NPA NOPC title to be played for on our courts every time or will our guys have to travel to other cities or states to defend it?

· In competitions for the NPA NOPC title, will they be "Open" or will players have to qualify in some fashion? Will our HGSPC rules still apply? Incidentally, I watched a couple of the Legends players play without the wrist lanyards- though they didn’t switch hands. I understand and fully agree with the lanyard rule for safety’s sake.

    I’ll definitely ask these questions and post the replies as I get them. Please feel free to express your opinions and even post your own questions. Please feel free to email us at gspaddles@historiccourts.org.

